
Countering common 
arguments from 
analysts



We are proficiency tested

here

https://www.wispd.org/images/SPD_conference/2020/Materials/The%20Proficiency%20of%20Experts%20-%20Richard%20Gutierrez.pdf


I have never made an error in casework

• Ground truth in casework is not known.
• You testified that you have never made an error in casework
• But in casework, you rarely know the ground truth 
• You never find out if the identification you made was actually correct or not
• It would be more accurate to say you don’t know what your error rate is in casework

• There isn’t a reliable feedback loop to alert scientists to errors they have made in casework.
• After you complete work on a case, are you informed of the outcome of that case?
• If you do hear the outcome of a case, a guilty plea or verdict doesn’t prove that your 

opinion was correct, does it?
• Some cases that you work might get re-tested even after a person is convicted?
• You don’t get a notification every time that happens.



Our quality assurance/case reviews would catch 
any error

• Technical reviewers don’t retest the evidence
• In your lab, a second analyst reviews each case?
• That review is called a technical review.
• In the technical review, the second analyst does not actually test any of the evidence.
• They just look at the answer that you got.

• Reviews are not performed blindly
• The technical reviewer knows what result the first analyst got?
• They also know who the first analyst was.
• They are always reviewing the results of a co-worker.
• They are reviewing the results of someone who they work with in a daily basis.
• If Analyst A performs the testing and Analyst B checks the answer in one case, in 

another case, Analyst B will be the one that performs the testing and Analyst A will 
check their work?

• You go back and forth, checking each other’s work.



I didn’t read that report/I disagree with 
some of the conclusions in that report.


	Countering common arguments from analysts
	We are proficiency tested
	I have never made an error in casework
	Our quality assurance/case reviews would catch any error
	I didn’t read that report/I disagree with some of the conclusions in that report.

